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THE TOWN OF COVENTRY

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

IN AMENDMENT OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY CODE OF ORDIANCES, 2008
PART Il - GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 255, ARTICLE Xl - Residential Mobile Home Districts (RMD)

Ordinance No. 2025-07

Passed:

Hillary V. Lima, Council President

Approved:

Daniel O. Parrillo, Town Manager
The Town Council of the Town of Coventry hereby ordains as follows:

Section 1. The Town of Coventry Code of Ordinance, Part Il General Legislation is hereby
amended by amending the following Chapter and Sections of Article XI:

Article XI, Chapter 255 — Zoning

§ 255-1100. Establishment and Ppurpose.

A. Article X1 and the sections hereof establish the procedures for the creation and review of
Residential Mobile Home Districts (“RMD™) as a floating zone. This floating zone is an
unmapped zoning district, which is established on the Zoning Map only when an
application for development meeting the zone requirements is approved as defined by R.1.
Gen. Laws § 45-24-31.

lusihe mtem The purgos e of
Avrticle Xl this-article is to regulate the location and design of RMDs in such a manner as to
create neighborhoods designed for long-term occupancy, to ensure compatibility with
surrounding areas and with the natural environment, and to provide safe, sanitary and
attractive living conditions for occupants of mobile homes located in such parks. There
shall be no creation, extension or expansion of any mobile home park after an amendment
of this ordinance, unless such creation, extension or expansion is in conformance with all

ordlnances concernlnq RMDs Nememiehemeﬂaaﬂeshau—b&e%a{eée#eﬁend%ﬁhe
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Application for an amendment to the Zoning Map to create a RMD shall be filed in
accordance with the requirements and procedures of Article XV111 of this chapter. Town

Council may consider an application for a RMD floating zone map amendment
simultaneously with rezoning to the underlying district as one (1) rezoning application.

Application for an amendment to the Zoning Map to create a RMD may be allowed to
be filed concurrently with a land development application, in accordance with the
requirements and procedures of Article XIV of this chapter. However, the fee for the
Zone Map amendment application shall be $500, plus advertising costs.
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All applications for a Zoning Map amendment to RMD shall be referred to the Planning
Commission by the Town Council. The Planning Commission shall have sixty (60) 66
days to respond to the Council. This sixty-day (60) period shall begin upon the receipt
of two copies of all plans and the application in the Planning Department from the Town
Clerk's Office after referral by the Council. The Planning Commission may request an
extension of this time period if additional time is required to complete the review of the
proposed RMD rezoning. The Council may act if the Commission fails to respond within
the allotted time.

All RMD Zoning Map amendments shall be approved as conditional upon land
development approval of the site plan. Conditional approval of the RMD zone change
shall not bind the Planning Commission to approving a land development project for the
site. The approval of a RMD zone change legally binds commitment by the applicant to
carry out the development as proposed.

In addition to the plat requirements, a site plan, prepared by a Rhode Island reqistered
engineer, and additional application materials shall be required consistent with the
application forms and checklists maintained in the Department of Planning and

Development.

The applicant shall show to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission that:

(1) The granting of approval will not result in conditions inimical to the public
health,safety, morals and welfare; and

(2) The granting of such approval will not substantially or permanently injure the
appropriate use of property in the surrounding area or district; and

(3) The plans for such project comply with all of the requirements of this chapter; and

(4) The plans for such project are in conformance with the Coventry Comprehensive
Plan.

In recommending an action to the Town Council, the Planning Commission shall
enumerate its reasonsfor approval or denial and any stipulations that the Planning
Commission would like imposed.

After receipt of the Planning Commission's recommendations, the Council shall hold a
public hearing in accordance with Article XVII1 of this chapter and shall act on the
amendment within forty five (45) 45 days of the hearing and may attach conditions to
ensure the public health, safety, morals andwelfare. Approval of the amendment requires
that the final development shall conform to theplans as approved by the Council. Any
changes to the plan will require a resubmittal of the application for the rezoning
following all procedures of this article.

The approved site plan with any conditions stipulated in the rezoning shall be recorded in
theTown Clerk's Office within fourteen (14) 4 days of the Zoning Approval. The Town
Planner and Town Engineer shall review the site plan for conformity with the approved
rezoning and shall certify to the Town Clerk the conformance of the plan prior to its
recording. If the plan doesnot conform to the approved rezoning, it shall not be recorded
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and the applicant shall have fourteen (14) 14 days to correct the plan and resubmit for
review and recording.

§ 255-1130 1120. Permitted uses and development standards.

A. InaRMD, the following uses shall be permitted:

(1) Principal uses. Mobile homes as defined in Article II.

(2) Accessory uses. Uses directly accessory to a mobile home including parking areas,
carport, patios and semi-enclosed outdoor living areas not intended for overnight
occupancy. Service buildings as required in Code 8 255-1150, recreation areas and facilities
for the exclusive use of occupants of the mobile home park and as further provided in

this section; offices intended for management and/or service to the mobile home park;

and central laundry facilities designed for residents.

(3) Garages shall not be allowed. The addition to or expansion of a mobile home so as to
make it a permanent structure shall not be allowed.

B. Site standards.

(1) Lot coverage. Maximum lot coverage by a mobile home in an individual mobile home
lot shall not exceed 20% of the gross area of the lot.

(2) Width and depth. For portions of the tract used for general vehicular entrances and exits
only, the lot width shall be a minimum of 50 feet; for portions containing mobile home

lots and buildings open generally to occupants, the width of the lot shall be a minimum

of 250 feet. The ratio of width to depth shall not exceed one to five.

(3) Landscaping and buffering. Along all exterior property lines of a mobile home park, a
landscaped buffer strip shall be maintained. Such buffer strip shall be no less than 100
feet wide along all property lines. Such buffer strip shall be planted, screened, or
otherwise maintained in a natural condition in order to provide year-round visual
obstruction of the mobile home lots from abutting land and streets. The provisions of
Article XVII shall be met for all landscaping in a mobile home park. Such buffer strip
may be used for recreation of a non-intensive character; provided, however, that no
structure be located thereon.

(4) Recreation and open space. At least 10% of the gross land area of the mobile home park
shall be reserved for recreational and open space uses. Such recreation and open space

shall be located outside the required buffer strip. However, this figure is in addition to

any other open areas required by yard provisions or other sections of this chapter.
Recreation areas shall be so located as to be free of traffic hazards and should, where

the topography permits, be centrally located.

(5) Access. All mobile home parks shall have a minimum lot frontage of 50 feet on a public
street.
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183 (6) All mobile homes shall be a minimum distance of 75 feet from any park boundary line
184 abutting a public street.

185

186 C. Lot requirements. Individual mobile home lots in a RMD shall conform to the following
187 requirements:

188

189 (1) Lot size. Each individual mobile home lot shall contain a minimum area of 6,000 square
190 feet. Lot size shall be increased by five square feet for each square foot that the mobile

191 home and accessory buildings exceed the allowable size of 1,200 square feet.

192

193 (2) Lot width. The minimum lot width shall be 50 feet.

194

195 (3) Required separation between mobile homes. Mobile homes shall be separated from each
196 other and from other buildings and structure by at least 30 feet. Any accessory structure

197 which has a horizontal area exceeding 25 square feet, is attached to a mobile home or

198 located within 10 feet of its window, and has an opaque top or roof that is higher than

199 the nearest window shall, for purposes of all separation requirements, be considered to

200 be part of the mobile home.

201

202 (4) Setbacks. No mobile home shall be located closer than 15 feet to a lot line abutting an
203 internal street, common parking area or other common areas.

204

205 (5) Frontage. Each mobile home lot shall have frontage on an internal street.

206

207

208 D. Streets. All streets shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 11 of
209 the Code of Ordinances-eftheFown. Storm drainage plans must be provided and approved
210 by the Town Engineer and shall result in no net increase of runoff.

211

212 E. Density requirements.

213

214 (1) Maximum density requirements for a residential mobile home district shall be two mobile
215 homes per acre. Density shall be computed by dividing the total number of mobile homes
216 by total useable acreage of the development.

217

218 (2) There shall be a maximum of 200 mobile homes per RMD.

219

220 § 255-1140 1130. Occupancy.

221

222 A. No lot shall be rented for residential use in a RMD except for periods of thirty (30) 30 days or
223 more, and no mobile home shall be admitted to any park unless it can be demonstrated that it
224 meets the requirements of the BOCA Basic Building Code, as amended.

225

226 B. No lot shall be rented for residential use unless a license has been obtained in conformance
227 with Chapter 11 of the Code ef Ordinances-ef-the TFown.

228

229
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§ 255-1150 1140. Service building.

All mobile home parks shall be provided with a service building consolidating all sanitary,
laundry, management and other service facilities. The floor area of such service building shall not
exceed 2,500 square feet.

§ 255-1160 1150. Sale of mobile homes.

No mobile home shall be sold in a RMD unless it is located on a mobile home stand and connected
to pertirent permanent utilities.

§ 255-1170 1160. Change of lot size.

The size of mobile homes in an approved park shall not be changed to a larger home unless the
size of the mobile home lot is increased aceerding-to in accordance with § 255-1130B(2) of the
Code. Prior to any change in a RMD, the proposed changes shall be submitted to the Planning
Commission for review. Any changes approved by the Fhe Planning Commission must may

appreve-the-changes-H-they adhere to this chapter.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and final adoption.

Positive Endorsement: Negative Endorsement: (Attach reasons)

Town Solicitor Date Town Solicitor Date

Introduced by/Pursuant to:  Council President Hillary V. Lima at the request of the Executive
Referred to/for: Planning Commission on February 19, 2025

First Reading on , 2025

Public Hearing on , 2025
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