
 

THE TOWN OF COVENTRY 1 
________________________ 2 

 3 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 4 
 5 

IN AMENDMENT OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY CODE OF ORDIANCES, 2008 6 
PART II – GENERAL LEGISLATION,  7 

CHAPTER 255, ARTICLE V – Zoning Districts and Zoning District Map 8 
 9 

Ordinance No. 2025-06 10 
 11 

Passed:  12 
              _______________________________________ 13 

                                                    Hillary V. Lima, Council President 14 
 15 
Approved:  16 
                    ________________________________________ 17 

                                Daniel O. Parrillo, Town Manager 18 
 19 

The Town Council of the Town of Coventry hereby ordains as follows: 20 
 21 
Section 1.  The Town of Coventry Code of Ordinance, Part II General Legislation is hereby 22 
amended by amending the following Chapter and Sections of Article V: 23 

 24 
Article V, Chapter 255 – Zoning 25 

 26 
 § 255-500. Zoning districts. 27 

 28 
For the purpose of this chapter, the Town of Coventry is hereby divided into the following 29 
districts: 30 
 31 
A. Residential. 32 

 33 
(1) RR5 - Rural Residential District. These are rural areas, which are not served by public 34 
facilities, and in which intensive development should not occur. These areas are 35 
characterized by very-low-density development, large estates, agricultural uses and 36 
certain low-intensity nonresidential activities incidental to a rural environment. This 37 
district is designed to preserve the rural character of the Town and to preserve and 38 
protect environmentally sensitive land. The minimum lot size for development is five (5) 39 
acres. 40 
 41 
(2) RR3 - Rural Residential District. These are rural areas which public water or sewer 42 
facilities are not available and in which municipal police, fire, school and recreation 43 
opportunities and facilities are limited. This district is designed to minimize intensive 44 
development in order to protect surface and groundwater reserves and to promote 45 
orderly development in a manner that appropriately reflects the surrounding land use 46 
and capacity of the Town to service the resultant development. These areas are 47 
characterized by low-density residential development, large estates, and certain low- 48 



 

intensity nonresidential activities incidential incidental to a rural environment. The minimum 49 
lot size for development is three (3) acres. 50 
 51 
(3) RR2 - Rural Residential District. These are rural areas in which public water or sewer 52 
facilities are generally not available. These areas are characterized by low-density 53 
single-family residential development, large estates, and certain low-intensity 54 
nonresidential activities incidental to a rural environment. The minimum lot size for 55 
development is two (2) acres. 56 
 57 
(4) R20 - Residential District. These are quiet, higher-density residential areas of the Town, 58 
plus certain undeveloped areas where similar residential development will likely occur 59 
in the future. Public water is generally available and public sewers are planned. Public 60 
facilities and a wide range of services are available. The minimum lot size for 61 
development is 20,000 square feet. 62 
 63 
(5) RMH - Residential Mobile Home District. These are districts floating zones limited to use 64 
as a mobile home parks and associated accessory uses created in accordance with the 65 
provisions of Article XI of this chapter. 66 

 67 
B. Business. 68 

 69 
(1) VRC - Village Rural Commercial District. These districts are defined primarily as 70 
traditional mixed-use village nodes in central and western Coventry that support a 71 
variety of land uses, including retail, service, light industrial, office, and residential uses. 72 
Special development standards are required for the preservation and enhancement of the 73 
visual, traditional and historic character of the vicinity. 74 
 75 
(2) VMC - Village Main Street Commercial. These districts are defined primarily as 76 
traditional mixed-use village nodes in eastern Coventry that support a variety of uses 77 
including retail, service, office, and residential. Special development standards are 78 
required for the preservation and enhancement of the visual, traditional and historic 79 
character of the vicinity. 80 
 81 
(3) GB/GB-1 General Business District. These districts are composed of certain land and 82 
structures to provide for the retailing of commodities and the furnishing of services 83 
which depend primarily on vehicular traffic. GB-1 requires a minimum of one (1) acre for 84 
development. 85 
 86 
(4) BP - Planned Business Park. This is a floating zone, the purpose of which is to denote 87 
major commercial, office and industrial centers for the Town as identified in the 88 
Comprehensive Community Plan. Proposals shall ensure a coordinated development 89 
plan where uses, traffic controls, open space needs, buffering and site appropriateness 90 
can be evaluated. Land uses in this district include all commercial uses other than heavy 91 
industrial and certain other uses specifically prohibited. Business Park Districts shall be 92 
approved as a land development project through the provisions of Article XIV of this 93 
chapter. 94 
 95 
 96 
 97 



 

C. Industrial. 98 
 99 
(1) I1 - These districts are primarily large tracts of land suitable for industrial development 100 
in conformance with development standards enumerated in this chapter. 101 
 102 
(2) I2 - These districts are older industrial mill complexes in the Town in existence prior to 103 
the original enactment of this chapter which may have existing buildings over 35 feet in 104 
height. 105 

 106 
D. Planned development/planned unit development:. 107 

 108 
(1) These are floating zones composed of a variety of land uses, including mixed-use, 109 
commercial, industrial, and multifamily projects that are created in conformance with 110 
Article XIV of this chapter. 111 

 112 
E. SPD - Special Planning Overlay District. 113 

 114 
(1) This is a design overlay district to provide for the establishment of a design review by 115 
the Planning Commission which shall take into consideration the special impact the 116 
development will have on this visually prominant prominent location. There shall be a strong 117 
emphasis on aesthetics, including design and building layout. Strip development is 118 
strongly discouraged. Buffering, access, landscaping, lighting and signage must be 119 
oriented to accommodate pedestrian traffic within the site. The uses and dimensions of 120 
the underlying zone shall remain in effect. 121 

 122 
 123 

Section 2.   This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and final adoption. 124 
 125 
 126 
Positive Endorsement:    Negative Endorsement: (Attach reasons) 127 
 128 
 129 
______________________________________ ______________________________________ 130 
Town Solicitor       Date  Town Solicitor           Date 131 
 132 
 133 
Introduced by/Pursuant to: Council President Hillary V. Lima at the request of the Executive  134 
 135 
Referred to/for:  Planning Commission on February 19, 2025 136 
 137 
    First Reading on ________________________, 2025 138 
 139 
    Public Hearing on _______________________, 2025 140 
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