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THE TOWN OF COVENTRY

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

IN AMENDMENT OF THE TOWN OF COVENTRY CODE OF ORDINANCES,
2008 PART II - GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 191, SECTION 5 — Construction of Sewers by Private Developers

Ordinance No. 2026-08

The Town Council of the Town of Coventry hereby ordains as follows:

Section 1. The Town of Coventry Code of Ordinance, Part 1l General Legislation is hereby
amended by amending the following Chapter and Sections:

Chapter 191 — Sewers
§ 191-5 Construction of sewers by private developers.

A. Nonresidential developments, or residential developments consisting of more than a single
dwelling, shall not be approved by the Town of Coventry until the developer has executed with
the Town a permit agreement as hereinafter provided unless requirement is waived by the Town.
Any such permit agreement shall provide for installation of a sewer system as provided in § 191-
4 and as further provided below:

(1) The developer shall install the lateral sewer in the street and the building sewer from the lateral
sewer to the property line. In addition, if the developer is constructing a new dwelling on a parcel,
the building sewer shall be extended to connect with the building plumbing. In the case of new
street construction, the developer shall make such installation before surfacing of the street is
completed.

(2) When an owner of any parcel, or his agent, applies for a building permit, the building inspector
shall require, as a condition of the issuance of such permit, that said owner or agent show on the
plot plan the layout of the future connection from the lateral sewer to the building drain, including
the elevation of the building sewer at the street line, elevation of the finished first floor and/or
cellar floor, and elevation of the building drain to which the future building sewer would be
connected.

(3) The developer shall cap all open ends of the sewer and shall, along with completed as-built
plans of the sewer, provide exact ties and elevations so that the capped ends can be readily located.

(4) The Town shall approve elevations at each point where the sewers are capped, and the
developer shall design and build the sewer to these elevations. The Town shall provide design
capacities for the sewers.
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(5) Where topography prevents installation of the sewer within the street, the developer shall install
the sewer within rights-of-way that shall be of adequate width as determined by the Town and
deeded to the Town of Coventry.

(6) The Town, in considering the acceptance of a new development for sewer service into the
established system of sewers, as hereinbefore defined, shall employ the following as guidelines in
determining an acceptable means and/or particular method by which said service may be achieved.

(a) When possible, sewer service shall be achieved by gravity means. All proposals will be
reviewed by the Town based on the system's capacity to handle additional sewerage and
compliance with this chapter.

(b) If gravity sewer service is not feasible or economical, as determined by the Town, sewer service
shall be achieved by extending service to an existing pumping facility within the established
system, subject to the Town's normal review process as stated above.

(c) If an existing pumping facility is not accessible or feasible under normal engineering standards,
as determined by the Town, pressure/force mains with related pumping facilities may be
considered by the Town.

[1] For new dwellings and/or developments that are inaccessible for gravity sewer service, the
Town may consider the acceptance of a pumping facility into the Town's sewer system on a case-
by-case basis. The overall need for such a facility in lieu of other viable options must be proved
by the developer to the satisfaction of the Town prior to the Town's preliminary approval. The
pumping facility must be designed and installed under the supervision of an individual licensed as
a registered professional engineer in the State of Rhode Island. The work shall be in accordance
with the Town standards and shall include all appurtenances necessary to establish a functional
and acceptable facility as determined by the Town. Upon preliminary acceptance of a facility, the
Town and developer shall negotiate a permitting agreement whereby the developer shall pay to the
sewer commission, prior to the new system being accepted, a sufficient sum to defray all estimated
operational and maintenance costs of the facility for a period of 10 years after acceptance. The
amount of this payment shall be based on estimates at the time of the proposal as determined and
approved by the Town. Said payment shall be in the form of a certified check payable to the Town
of Coventry.

[2] Proposed pumping facilities servicing new or proposed nonresidential developments may be
considered for acceptance by the Town. If such pumping facilities are not considered acceptable
by the Town, the developer may install a pumping facility, such that the ultimate ownership and
operational and maintenance responsibilities of such a facility remain the responsibility of the
developet/property owner.

(d) If a pumping facility is deemed necessary by the developer and approved by the Town to serve
a new development, the Town shall require either that the developer install said pumping facility
and appurtenant equipment or that the developer pay to the Town of Coventry a sum sufficient to
defray the cost of engineering (design, review and inspection), constructing, equipping, and
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installing said pumping facility. The amount of this payment shall be based on estimates developed
by a certified professional engineer registered in the State of Rhode Island and approved by the
Town. The payment may be in the form of a certified check payable to the Town of Coventry and
such funds shall be used only for the engineering (design, review and inspection), construction,
equipping and installation of the pumping facility. This amount is in addition to that designated in
Subsection A(6)(c)[1] above.

(e) Upon installation and acceptance by the Town of the pumping facility and appurtenant
equipment, the developer shall deed the site, the facility and equipment to the Town and assign its
rights in all warranties and guarantees to the Town. The deed and assignment shall be in a form
approved by legal counsel to the Town.

(7) If the developer retains ownership of the pump station and/or collection system, the developer
must comply with § 191-19.

(8) The developer shall be required to include as a part of the capped sewer construction any pipes,
pumping stations or other appurtenances which would be required for or would serve areas outside
of the development in question, without remediation from the Town.

B. A new development for which a permit agreement is required, as described under Subsection
A hereof, shall not be approved by the Town until the developer has submitted a design of the
sewers serving said development or has waived the requirement therefor pursuant to Subsection C
below. Said design shall be prepared by the developer at his expense, shall conform to accepted
engineering practices and existing installation requirements, and shall provide for an economical
and effective future installation of the sewers. Any rights-of-way called for by such design as
approved by the Commission shall be deeded to the Town of Coventry.

C. The Town may grant relief from any of the requirements imposed by Subsection A above if'it
determines that the need for the construction or design of sewers is impractical or remote taking
into consideration: 1) the date upon which the sewers might be connected to the Town wastewater
collection system; 2) the estimated cost of construction; and 3) the anticipated need for sewers
within the development. Such need shall be determined after consideration of all available
information, including any report or evidence submitted by the developer of such proposed
development. '

D. For any development or a portion thereof, with a common sanitary sewer system that is privately
owned by an ownership, community or condominium type association or entity and discharges to
the Town's POTW, the association or entity of record shall be fully responsible and accountable
for the ownership, operation and maintenance of said sanitary sewer system in its entirety,
including all regulatory compliance issues related thereto and must comply with § 191-19.

E. If a developer subdivides lots fronting on an existing Town road, the Commission may waive
the requirement installation of capped sewers serving such lots if it finds such installation to be
impracticable, provided that any easements necessary for future sewer installations are dedicated
to the Town of Coventry. The Town may by agreement with the developer provide for immediate
or future construction of the capped sewers by the developer as provided herein at his/her expense.
The Town Council is authorized to enter into agreements on behalf of the Town of Coventry with
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developers or other owners of land for the engineering (design, review and inspection) and
construction of sewers by and at the expense of such developers or owners which sewers may
become part of the public sewer system under the conditions hereinafter stipulated. The Town
Council is empowered to make, from time to time, any necessary regulations stipulating the terms
and conditions of said agreement consistent with the provisions of this chapter. The conditions
under which a permit agreement may be executed are as follows:

(1) The president of the Town Council is authorized to sign on behalf of the Town of Coventry all
such agreements when the same have been authorized by said Town Council.

(2) The terms and text of an agreement for any particular project under § 191-5 of this chapter
shall be as approved by the Town's legal counsel.

(3) The Town shall specify in the terms of such agreements, or on plans which are made a part
thereof, the limits, sizes and grades of the sewers to be built and the nature of and limitations on
the waste or liquids to be conveyed. All the terms of and all subsequent amendments to this chapter
shall be applicable to work done under such agreements.

(4) Such agreements shall provide that the full cost of engineering (design, review and inspection),
and construction of the sewer and all expenses incidental thereto shall be borne by the developer
or owner who shall, before commencing any work, deposit with the Finance Director of the Town
of Coventry a sum deemed by the Town or such engineers as the Town may employ, to be
sufficient to defray the cost of preliminary surveys, of the preparation of designs and plans, of
other expenses of preliminary engineering, of inspection, supervisory engineering, grade staking,
measuring, testing and all other expenses of the Town of Coventry incurred prior to or during
construction, or during any maintenance period stipulated, including allowances for pension,
insurance and similar costs related to payroll. Such agreements shall also provide that, in case said
deposit proves to be insufficient at any time during the progress of the work, further deposit shall
be made upon notification by the Finance Director of said Town and that, upon acceptance of the
sewer, any unspent portion of said deposit shall be returned to the developer or owner.

(5) All such agreements shall provide that the developer or owner shall assume all risks and hold
the Town of Coventry or their agencies harmless from any and all claims for damage arising from
the work or its conduct. To secure such risks, adequate liability, property damage and
compensation insurance in amounts fixed by the Town shall be required of the developer or owner
who shall furnish proper and acceptable certificates of insurance before starting work.

(6) The Town, whenever in its opinion there is possibility of loss by the Town of Coventry by
reason of failure of the owner or developer to complete the work contemplated in the agreement,

or any part thereof, or to comply with any maintenance requirements, may require as a part of said
agreement that adequate Financial Security bend-erothersurety—aceeptable—to—the-Town—of
Coventry be submitted to insure completion and maintenance of the work. The acceptable forms
of “Financial Security” are authorized and defined in the Town of Coventry Code of Ordinances,
Part IT General Legislation, Chapter 123.
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(7) Such agreements shall require, whenever the work is not in a duly accepted public road, that
adequate easements or rights-of-way be conveyed to the Town of Coventry prior to the acceptance
of the sewer, the terms of conveyance being subject to the approval of the Town's legal counsel.

(8) After certification by the Town or such engineers as the Town may employ, that any sewer
constructed under the terms of this section has been completed in accordance with the plans,
specifications, and standards of the Town of Coventry and that the maintenance period fixed in the
agreement has expired, and that all roadways, curbs, walks and other surfaces and appurtenances
disturbed by the work have been properly restored, or that adequate Financial Security by-bend-or
etherwise has been furnished to assure such restoration, the Town may, by resolution, incorporate
said sewer into the Town's wastewater collection system, to become effective as specified in such
resolution.

§ 191-14 Assessment

The following procedures have been established in order to recover the cost of sewage works,
including but not limited to treatment facilities, planning, design, constructing, managing,
operating, and maintaining the wastewater treatment and collection systems. These costs shall be
recovered by the collection of assessments. Assessments are subject to change as the associated
costs change.

A. Setting sewer assessment.

(1) The Town Council shall, by ordinance amendment, adopt a sewer assessment for real property
(improved and unimproved) from time to time. The sewer assessment shall be used for the purpose
of recovering capital cost of the Town's sewage works, including but not limited to all or such
portion of the Town's share of the capital cost of the WWRWTF against residential and
nonresidential properties. The sewer assessment rates shall be established by the Town Council
and shall be available to the public prior to the commencement of any sewer project. Sewer
assessments may be paid in up to 30 annual installments, pursuant to R.1.G.L. § 45-14-9.

(a) Residential sewer assessment. The sewer assessment will be fixed not to exceed $15,000 per
residential property.

(b) Nonresidential sewer assessment per project.
[1] Nonresidential sewer assessment for Contract No. 8 is ($)81.60 per gallon per day (GPD).

B. Notwithstanding the foregoing, all owners of properties in the Town will have their sewer
assessments deferred if the owner of such parcel, within 10 years of the date of the sewer
assessment, has installed a new septic system, provided that such parcel shall remain subject to
assessment and shall begin paying such assessment when their septic system fails (per RIDEM
guidelines) and cannot be repaired.

C. Parcels of real property (improved and unimproved) which are not included in a specific
sewered district not yet connected to the POTW, but which, in the future, may connect into the
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POTW will be charged a sewer assessment, upon connection to said POTW, as outlined in this
section.

D. Residential and nonresidential sewer assessments.

(1) The sewer assessments are as follows:

(a) Residential assessments: not to exceed $15,000.

(b) Nonresidential assessments:

[1] Minimum assessment: 200 GPD x nonresidential rate/GPD.

[2] All nonresidential properties with design flows between zero to 6,000 GPD: daily design flow
(GPD) x nonresidential rate/GPD.

[3] All other nonresidential properties with design flows greater than 6,000 GPD: 6,000 (GPD) x
nonresidential rate/GPD + (each gallon over 6,000 GPD x 0.70 x nonresidential rate/GPD).

(2) The nonresidential assessment shall be based upon a unit rate ($)/daily design flow (GPD) for
flows below 6,000 GPD. Where the daily design flow (GPD) exceeds 6,000 GPD, a reduced rate
($)/GPD will apply to each additional gallon of daily design flow over 6,000 GPD. All daily design
flows are established by RIDEM regulations. All assessments will be in accordance with § 191-
14.

(3) For example, using a nonresidential rate of $80/GPD:
(a) A nonresidential facility using 6,000 GPD will translate to: 6,000 GPD x $80/GPD = $480,000.

(b) A nonresidential facility using 7,000 GPD will translate to: 6,000 GPD x $80/GPD + (1,000
GPD x 0.70 x $80/GPD) = $536,000.

(¢) Vacant land shall be assessed and subject to the minimum assessments indicated in this section.
The Town Council may defer assessment charges for vacant land that is restricted and considered
undevelopable if supporting documentation is submitted proving such restriction, and that
assessment charges be paid when such property is available for development, and provided a
municipal lien be placed upon the property at the time of initial assessment for the initial
assessment amount.

E. Assessments for real property located outside of the Town's boundaries requesting connection
to the POTW shall be subject to assessments indicated in Subsections D and G. The parcel owner

applying to connect to the POTW shall furnish a Financial Security bend;-at-the-owner's-expense;
with-surety-to-the Town-of Coventry-on-theformfurnished-by-said-Town; with the application to

connect to Town's sewer system. Assessment charges shall be paid in full prior to connecting to
the POTW. The acceptable forms of “Financial Security” are authorized and defined in the Town
of Coventry Code of Ordinances. Part IT General Legislation, Chapter 123.
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F. Assessments for privately built sewers on private property. Notwithstanding any other
provisions of this chapter, it is hereby determined that sanitary sewer lines built on private property
by, and at the expense of, a private party shall be subject to assessments indicated in Subsection
D.

G. Betterment assessments shall apply to assessments for properties serviced by public sewers,
which are privately built, on public property and to all properties that propose a change in use, or
an increase in daily flow (GPD), after the initial assessment date. Properties that propose a change
in use, or an increase in daily flow (GPD) after the initial assessment date, are subject to both initial
assessment and betterment assessments.

(1) Assessments for privately built sewers on public property. Notwithstanding any other
provisions of this chapter, it is hereby determined that a public sanitary sewer line built by and at
the expense of a private party within an existing or proposed public highway or public right-of-
way, in which sanitary sewer is to become the property of the Town, and connected to the POTW,
the following betterment assessments shall apply.

(a) Residential betterment assessments: 50% of the cost of the betterment will be assessed in the
following manner for residential properties;

[1] Minimum assessment: 2 (BR) x 115 GPD/BR x 0.25 Residential Rate/GPD.
[2] Residential dwellings: #Bedrooms (BR) x 115 GPD/BR x 0.25 Residential Rate/GPD.
[3] Mobile homes: #Bedrooms (BR) x 115 GPD/BR x 0.25 Residential Rate/GPD.

(b) Nonresidential betterment assessments: 75% of the cost of the betierment will be assessed in
the following manner for nonresidential properties:

[1] Minimum assessment: 200 GPD x 0.25 nonresidential rate/GPD.

[2] All nonresidential properties with design flows between zero to 6,000 GPD (gallons per day):
daily design flow (GPD) x 0.25 nonresidential rate/GPD.

[3] All other nonresidential properties with design flows greater than 6,000 GPD (gallons per day):
6,000 (GPD) x 0.25 nonresidential rate/GPD -+ (each gallon over 6,000 GPD x 0.175 x
nonresidential rate/GPD).

(2) All properties that propose a change in use, or an increase in daily flow, after the initial
assessment date shall be subject to a betterment assessment as specified in Subsection G.

(3) Betterment assessments for all properties that propose a change in use, or an increase in daily
flow, after the initial assessment date will be billed as a secondary assessment, in addition to the
initial assessment, and shall be based upon the increased flow volume (GPD) only.
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H. Assessments outlined in Subsection G shall be payable by the parcel owner annually over not
more than 30 years, commencing the year following sewer installation, unless otherwise specified,
interest on the unpaid balance shall be 0.5% greater than the rate at which the Town obtained the
funds for each specific sewer project, to be computed by the Town Finance Director, for the project
which brought the sewer line to the parcel, such same rate to apply to all outstanding payments
until the assessment is paid in full, except that this amendment shall not apply to any payments in
arrears as of the date of passage (July 8, 2019) of this amendment. Any assessment may be paid in
full at any time; provided, however, that upon division of any parcel subject to an initial twenty-
year sewer assessment, whether by subdivision, condominium, or any other division of the parcel
subject to the twenty-year assessment, creates a new lot or unit which would otherwise be subject
to a sewer assessment as provided in this chapter, or whenever a betterment assessment shall
become due on any portion of or interest in such parcel, the entire outstanding balance of the
twenty-year assessment shall become due immediately upon the transfer of any portion of or
interest in such parcel. Unpaid assessments shall be Hened and foreclosed upon in accordance with
the general statutes governing the collection of taxes. Assessments for parcels outside of the
Town's boundaries shall be paid in full by the parcel owner prior to connecting to the POTW.

L. Sewer pumps. If it is necessary for the property owner to install a grinder pump for an existing
property, that is located along the Town's low pressure sewer (LPS), the Town will credit the
residential property assessment charge in the amount of $5,000, and the nonresidential property
assessment charge in the amount of §9,000. If it is necessary to install a grinder pump for an
existing residential dwelling that is located in a low lying area along the Town's gravity sewer
system, the Town will credit the residential assessment charge for that property by the amount of
$5,000. The property owner or agent shall submit a plan proving to the Town that the property is
too low to connect to the Town's gravity system by conventional gravity means. The plan shall
identify, at a minimum, the future connection from the lateral sewer to the building, including the
elevation of the building sewer at the street line, elevation of the finished first floor, elevation of
the top of foundation, elevation of the basement floor, and elevation of the building drain to which
the building sewer would be connected. The owner of any parcel requiring a pump will be
responsible for the cost of furnishing, installing, operating, maintaining, and servicing any pump
that may be required. Any pump proposed for use is required to be approved by the Town. The
Town will not provide a pump for any parcel of property.

J. Future sewer users shall be notified by certified mail two years in advance that the users' property
will have access to the public sewer use and that such property will be subject to assessment. Future
sewer users shall also be notified by certified mail six months in advance of when project
construction is scheduled to begin and when the public sewer is available to the user for
connection.

K. Assessments collected in excess of the Financial Security bend indebtedness shall be retained
in the Town's Sewer Fund to be used for capital improvements projects. The funds within the
Sewer Fund shall be retained in an account for renewal and replacement of capital equipment
and/or the reduction of existing and future debt repayment. All assessed funds shall be held in a
special revenue account (Town of Coventry Sewer Fund) under the custody of the Finance
Director, Town of Coventry. This fund shall be designated for use by the Town of Coventry for
sewer-related purposes,
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368  § 191-17 Construction by licensed drain layer only

369

370  Construction of all sewer connections within the Town shall be performed only by drain layers
371 who are licensed in the Town of Coventry and who shall furnish a Financial Security bond-with
372  surety-to-the Town-of Coventry-on-the-form-furnished-by-said-Tewn. The acceptable forms of
373  “Financial Security” are authorized and defined in the Town of Coventry Code of Ordinances, Part
374 11 General Legislation, Chapter 123.

375

376  Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and final adoption.
377
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Approved as to Form:

Town Solicitor Date

Introduced by/Pursuant to: C-ounci( v /¢ L STy
i Y = 74

Referred to/for: First Readirlg of the Ordinance on

Planning Commission for recommendation on

, 2026

. 2026

Public Hearing before the Town Council on

, 2026

Passed or Denied on a vote of

John-Paul A. Verducci — Town Council President

Approved:

Daniel O. Parrillo — Town Manager

Certification Actions by Town Clerk:




