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________________________
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[bookmark: _fybq9iykn1nn]ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 231 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED “PARKS AND RECREATION,” SECTION 231-8, OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN PARKS, RECREATIONAL AREAS, AND ON SCHOOL GROUNDS

Ordinance No. 2026-03
Be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Coventry as follows:
Section 1. Amendment of § 231-8.
Section 231-8 of the Code of Ordinances, Town of Coventry, entitled “Operation of motor vehicles in parks, recreational areas, and on school grounds,” is hereby amended to read as follows (new language underlined and deletions struck through, if applicable):
§ 231-8. Operation of motor vehicles in parks, recreational areas, and on school grounds.
A. No person shall operate a motor vehicle, motorcycle, snowmobile, go-cart, dirt bike, mini scooter, minibike, motorbike or other self-propelled vehicle in any of the parks, recreational areas or on exterior school property of the Town, except as provided in this section. Class 1 electric bicycles as defined by RIGL § 31-19.7-1 shall be allowed on the Coventry portion of the Washington Secondary Bike Path, known as the Greenway. Class 2 and Class 3 electric bicycles as defined by RIGL § 31-19.7-1 are prohibited.
B. Operation and parking of the vehicles specified in Subsection A of this section shall be allowed in designated driveways or parking lots. In such areas, the speed limit shall not exceed 10 miles per hour, conditions permitting. In addition, these vehicles shall be properly registered and equipped according to the motor vehicle code of the state.
C. Operation of snowmobiles in such areas shall be allowed during those periods of time when adequate snow cover affords protection to the ground and turf, in areas designated by the Director of Parks and Recreation. For purposes of this subsection, adequate snow cover shall mean four inches or more of snow.
D. The operator of a motor vehicle, recreational vehicle or any other vehicle not manually propelled shall grant the right-of-way to all persons within the limits of a public park or recreational area.
Section 2. Severability.
If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the provisions or application of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application.
Section 3. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage.
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Introduced by/Pursuant to:  	       Councilmember  ______________________________
 
Referred to/for:                   First Reading of the Ordinance on______________________, 2026

			        Planning Commission on (if needed) ___________________, 2026
 
                                            Advertised in Kent County Times on____________________, 2026
 
        Public Hearing before the Town Council on ______________, 2026
 
 
Passed or Denied on a vote of ________________
 
  ____________________________________
John-Paul A. Verducci – Town Council President

Approved:
                                                                                 ____________________________________
						            Daniel O. Parrillo – Town Manager

Certification of Actions by Town Clerk:
  ____________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joanne P. Amitrano – CMC, Town Clerk  

