Town of Coventry, RI

§ 255-930 § 255-940

[N

TOWN OF COVENTRY

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

4
5 IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 255 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF
6 COVENTRY, ENTITLED “Zoning”
7
8

Ordinance No. 2024-X

9
10 Passed:
11 Hillary V. Lima, Council President
12
13 Approved:
14
15 Daniel O. Parrillo, Town Manager
16
17 It is Ordained by the Town of Coventry Town Council as follows:
18 Note: Words set as strikeover are to be deleted from the ordinance; words set in underline/bold
19 are to be added to the ordinance.
20 ARTICLE IX
21 Supplementary Regulations
22

23 8 255-900. Purpose.

24 The purpose of supplementary regulations is to set specific conditions for various uses and to set
25 standards for land use types that require special attention due to their nature or potential impacts
26 to surrounding neighborhoods.

27 § 255-910. Exceptions to dimensional requirements.

28 A. Exceptions to height regulations.

29 (1) The following structures or parts of structures may be erected above the specified height
30 limitation in Article VI provided that such vertical element shall be set back from any
31 lot line one additional foot for each foot by which it exceeds the prescribed height limit
32 for the district: church spire, church tower or church belfry; flagpole; radio or television
33 antenna; chimney; elevator; penthouse; silo; municipal water supply structures;
34 windmills; or wind generators.

35 B. Authorized departures from yard regulations. The following describes special circumstances
36 in which deviation from the stated yard restrictions in Article VI may be waived. This section
37 also defines the yard setbacks for odd-shaped lots.

38 (1) Waiver of front yard restrictions. Where lots on both sides of a vacant lot have main
39 buildings which are located in the established front yard and have been so maintained
40 since this chapter became effective, the front yard requirement for the vacant lot may be
41 the average of the front yards of the adjacent lots. {r-ne-case-shatafront-yard-be-less
42 thapds-ook
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(")

§ 255-940

Architectural projections. Open or semi enclosed structures such as porches, canopies,
balconies, platforms, garages, carports, covered patios, decks and similar architectural
projections when attached to a principal building shall be considered parts of the building
to which they are attached and shall not project into the required minimum front, side or
rear yard. When such structures are not attached to the principal building, they shall be
considered accessory buildings and shall be governed by the provisions of

§ 255-920A.

Waiver of yard restrictions in general. Yards required in this chapter and the space above
them shall be unobstructed by buildings except as permitted by this article.

(@) Ordinary projections of windowsills, cornices, and other structural features may
extend not more than 12 inches into the space above required yards;

(b) Signs as permitted in Article XV may be located in front yards; and

(c) Outdoor telephone booths in a commercial district may be located in front yards,
provided that they do not obstruct visibility for proper traffic circulation.

Three-sided lot. In the event that a lot contains only three sides, the width of the lot shall
be considered to be the distance between side lot lines, measured at the required front
yard depth. The rear yard shall be measured from a line 10 feet in length entirely within
the lot parallel to the front lot line.

Irregular lot. In the event the front yard of a lot abuts a curve, a cul-de-sac or a junction
of two streets that form an interior angle approximating 90°, the width of the lot shall be
considered to be the distance between the two side lot lines, measured at the required
front yard depth.

Reduction of street frontage. In any residential district, street frontage may be reduced
to not less than 60 feet for those lots fronting entirely on turnarounds or culs-de-sac. In
such instances, the required frontage shall be measured at the building line.

Corner lot. On a corner lot, both-yardsfronting- onintersecting streets shathbmeet the front
yard-setbacks-there shall be only one front yard as determined by the Zoning Enforcement
Officer; the other potential front yard shall be considered a side yard, or where applicable,
a corner side yard.

Front yards or through lots. At each end of a through lot the front yard setbacks for the
district shall be adhered to.

8§ 255-920. General development regulations.

A. Accessory structures.
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Dimensional regulations for detached accessory structures.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)
(f)

(9)

(h)

Location: Detached accessory structures in any zone shall be placed in the rear
yard, except that detached accessory structures may be placed in the side yard
where the side yard setback requirement for the principal structure can be
maintained. Detached accessory structures shall not be placed in the front

yard.

R20: Theheightforadetached accessory structure shall-not-be-greater than-15-feet,
or the height of the principal structure, whichever is lower. Detached Aaccessory

structures shall be placed no closer than 10 feet to the property line. Residential
tool, garden or storage sheds up to a maximum of 120 square feet may be permitted
up to five feet to a property line.

RR2 and RR3: The height for-a detached-accessory structure-shall-not-be-greater
than-19-feet. Detached Aaccessory structures ever120-sguare-feet shall be placed

no closer than 18 15 feet to the property line. Residential tool, garden or storage
sheds up to a maximum of 120 square feet may be permitted up to five feet to a
property line.

lhe—leeaﬂen—ef—Detached
accessory structures shall be placed no closer than at—least%&% feet from-the to the

I-H—t-h-l-s—eha-p{ef— Re5|dent|al tool garden or storage sheds up to a maximum of 120
square feet may be permitted up to 10 feet to a property line.

Height: The maximum height for a detached accessory structure is the height

of the principal structure or 25 feet, whichever is lower.

Floor Area: The maximum floor area of a detached accessory structure shall
be 1,200 square feet or 60% of the total floor area of the principal structure,
whichever is less.

Design: Detached accessory structures shall be designed such that they are
incidental and subordinate to the principal structure and maintain continuity
with the architectural appearance and character of the principal structure.

Lot Coverage: Detached accessory structures shall comply with the lot coverage
requirements of the underlying zoning district.

Dimensional requlations for attached accessory structures.

(&) An_accessory garage or_accessory dwelling unit_attached to the principal

structure shall be subject to the yard requirements of a principal structure in

the applicable zoning district.
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126 (b) New attached accessory garages or attached accessory dwelling units shall not
127 extend in front of the principal structure.
128 (c) Attached decks and porches may be allowed in front of the principal structure,
129 and shall be subject to the yard requirements of a principal structure in the
130 applicable zoning district.
131 (d) New attached accessory garages and attached accessory dwelling units shall be
132 designed such that they are incidental and subordinate to the principal
133 structure _and maintain_continuity with the architectural appearance and
134 character of the principal structure.
135 (3) Accessory structures, whether attached or detached, that are buildings incidental
136 and subordinate to farming or agricultural uses—Accessory-buildings—tncidental-and
137 subordinate-to-farming-eragricultural-uses may have a height greater than 15-25 feet,
138 provided that farming is the principal use of the land. In no instance shall the height of
139 such accessory buildings be greater than 35 feet as stipulated by § 255-600. Fhe Such
140 accessory structuresbuHding shall be primarily used for storage of materials incidental
141 to farm or agricultural uses, and not for habitatien-habitable living areas, except to
142 allow for the development of ADU’s in compllance with the provisions of 8 255-
143 !
144
145
146
147 B. Fences and walls. Fences and walls not exceeding 10 feet may be placed in any yard area in
148 an industrial district. In any other commercial district, fences will be limited to eight feet in
149 height. In any other residential district, fences and walls may be constructed in side and rear
150 yards up to six feet in height. In front yards, the maximum height of walls and fences shall be
151 four feet. All fences are subject to the vision requirements in § 255-920C.
152 C. Vision clearance at corners. At street intersections or corners of streets no structure shall be
153 erected and no vegetation shall be planted or maintained in such a manner as to materially
154 impede vision between the heights of two feet and 10 feet above the triangle formed by the
155 two street lines and a third line joining points on the street lines 30 feet from the intersection.
156 D. Swimming pools. No private swimming pool capable of containing a depth of 24 inches shall
157 be allowed in any district except as an accessory use and must comply with the following
158 requirements:
159 (1) The pool must be intended and used principally for the enjoyment of the property
160 occupants.
161 (2) It shall not be located in the front yard and shall be no closer than 10 feet to a side or
162 rear property line.
163 (3) The pool, or the property on which it is located, shall be walled or fenced to prevent
164 uncontrolled access from the street or from adjacent properties. Said fence or wall shall
165 not be less than five feet in height, shall be maintained in good condition with a gate and
166 lock, and must prohibit the passage of any object exceeding four inches in diameter.
167 (4) Inground pools shall have an apron inside the fence no less than four feet in width.
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F. E. Temporary structures. Temporary structures including, but not limited to, truck bodies;
container boxes; and plastic, metal, or wood-sheathed structures without plumbing and
electricity shall be prohibited.
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F.

§ 255-940

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUSs)

(1) Eligibility. One ADU per lot shall be allowed by right under the following

circumstances:

()

(b)

(©)

On an owner-occupied property as a reasonable accommodation for
family members with disabilities; or

On a lot with a total lot area of twenty thousand square feet (20,000 sq.
ft.) or more for which the primary use is residential; or

Where the proposed ADU is located within the existing footprint of the
primary structure or existing accessory attached or detached structure
and does not expand the footprint of the structure.

(2) Performance Standards:

()

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)
9)

The maximum unit size for an ADU is as follows:

1. A studio or one (1) bedroom ADU may be up to 900 square feet,
or 60% of the floor area of the principal dwelling, whichever is
less.

2. A two (2) bedroom ADU may be up to 1,200 square feet, or 60%
of the floor area of the principal dwelling, whichever is less.

3. ADU’s with three (3) bedrooms or more are not allowed.

One additional off-street parking space shall be required for the ADU.

ADUs shall comply with the accessory structure standards for the
underlying zoning district.

ADUs shall have adequate water supply and wastewater disposal systems,
which may be shared with the principal dwelling. Separate water or
sewer _service lines or expanded septic system capacity shall not be
required, except as necessary for state law compliance, building code
compliance, or to address capacity or upgrades necessary to
accommodate the ADU.

ADUs cannot be offered or rented for tourist or transient use (defined as
occupancy less than 30 days) or through a hosting platform.

ADUs must comply with all state and federal fair housing laws.

ADU’s shall not require zoning relief when proposed within the existing
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footprint of the primary or accessory structure which is a legal
nonconforming structure in order to address the existing dimensional
nonconformity.

(h) ADU’s shall be allowed as part of applications for new primary dwelling
units _or subdivisions. For proposed ADU’s as part of a larger
development proposal, such ADU shall not be counted toward the density
of the proposal.

(i) ADU’s that are not allowed by right under this chapter shall utilize the
Unified Development Review process per Rhode Island General Law.

8§ 255-930. Supplemental regulations for specific land uses.

A. Gasoline service stations, automotive repair and drive-in restaurants. Gasoline stations,
service stations, drive-in restaurants, car washes, automotive repair shops and similar
highway oriented "drive-in" uses shall be designed to conform with the following
requirements, in addition to other applicable provisions of this chapter.

1)

()

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(")

(8)
(9)
(10)

The minimum lot area shall be 20,000 square feet with a minimum street frontage of not
less than 150 feet.

Suitable separation shall be made between the pedestrian sidewalk and the vehicular
parking or moving area with the use of appropriate bumper, wheel guards, or traffic
islands in accordance with Article XIl. Where the portion of the property used for
vehicular traffic abuts a street, such portion shall be separated from the street line by a
concrete curb at least six inches high.

The entire area used for vehicle service shall be paved, except for such unpaved area as
is landscaped and protected from vehicle use by a low barrier.

The construction standards for all drive access openings (curb cuts) shall be in
accordance with § 255-1230C.

The distance of any driveway from any property line shall be at least 10 feet.

The distance between curb cuts serving the same lot or adjacent lots shall be no less than
40 feet.

The distance between a street intersection and a curb cut shall be in accordance with
§ 255-1230D.

Buffer landscaping and screening shall be done in accordance with Article XVII.
No vehicles shall be stored on site for salvage or dismantling.

Hydraulic hoists, pits, lubricating, greasing, washing and repair equipment shall be
entirely enclosed within a building. Tire and battery service and automotive repair,
excluding automobile body repair and painting, may be carried out within the premises.

B. Automotive dealerships/new and used. All car and truck dealerships shall conform to the
following requirements, in addition to the other provisions of this chapter:

1)

The minimum lot area shall be 40,000 square feet with a minimum street frontage of not
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C.

less than 200 feet.
(2) The requirements of § 255-930A(2) through (9).
(3) The number of vehicles to be displayed and stored on site shall be limited as follows:

(@ The lot exclusive of building, landscape areas and drives shall be laid out as a
parking lot with travel lanes and back up areas and with each space being a
minimum of 8.5 feet by 18 feet. The number of required parking spaces shall be
deducted from the total number of spaces on the lot. The remaining spaces dictate
the number of cars that can legally be displayed at the dealership.

(b) Spaces shall be set back five feet from side and rear property lines and five feet
from sidewalk areas or 10 feet from street lines. This setback shall be marked by
some type of curb stop.

(4) Any building permit or zoning certificate issued for an automotive dealership shall note
the number of vehicles that can legally be displayed on the lot.

Auto body repair shops/repair and sale of boats, motors, marine equipment. Auto body repair
shops shall conform to the following requirements, in addition to other applicable provisions
of this chapter:

(1) All auto body repair shall take place within a building.

(2) Storage of vehicles, boats or marine equipment to be repaired shall be located in the rear
and/or side of the repair building and such storage area shall be enclosed with a six-foot-
high fence which shall effectively screen the area from view. Where the storage area is
visible from the road or adjacent uses, four-foot-high evergreens shall be planted along
the fence.

(3) No junk vehicles, boats or marine equipment shall be stored on site. No vehicles, boats
or marine equipment shall be kept on site for the cannibalization of parts.

(4) The requirements of § 255-930A(1) through (9).
Cemeteries. Where a cemetery exists on a lot the following rules shall apply:

(1) Buildings shall be set back from the cemetery by 50 feet. Accessory buildings shall be
set back 20 feet.

(2) If parking is located around or near the cemetery, the cemetery shall be fenced and curb
stops installed to prohibit vehicles from driving over the area.

(3) The cemetery shall not be altered in any way.
Hazardous waste management facilities.

(1) Any application for the siting of a Hazardous Waste Management Facility in accordance
with R.I1.G.L. 23-19.7 shall conform with the following requirements in addition to the
industrial performance standards of this chapter (Article VIl and § 255-720 in particular):

(@) The disposal of hazardous waste in the Town by the means of discharge, deposit,
injection, dumping, spilling, leaching, placing, or landfilling into or on any land or
water, shall not be permitted in any zone.
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357 (b) A development site for a hazardous waste management facility shall be located a
358 minimum distance of 1,000 feet from contiguous residential uses or residentially
359 zoned districts.
360 (c) A development site for a hazardous waste management facility shall be located at
361 least 1,000 feet from schools, nursing homes, and other centers of institutional
362 population.
363 (d) A development site for a hazardous waste management facility shall be located at
364 least 1,000 feet from a public recreational facility.
365 (e) Hazardous waste management facilities shall be prohibited in environmentally
366 sensitive areas. These areas include areas of steep slope (10% or greater);
367 freshwater wetlands (as defined by R.I.G.L. 2-1); areas in the one-hundred-year
368 flood zone (as defined in the Flood Zone Maps prepared by the Department of
369 Housing and Urban Development for the Town of Coventry effective September 1,
370 1978); areas with soils that are unstable, highly permeable, excessively drained, wet
371 and have a high water table; areas which are adjacent to or are over an aquifer or a
372 major water source.
373 () There shall be no open storage of hazardous waste at a hazardous waste
374 management facility.
375 (9) The following lot requirements shall apply for hazardous waste management
376 facilities:
377 [1] Minimum lot area: 200,000 square feet.
378 [2] Minimum front yard: 150 feet.
379 [3] Minimum rear yard: 150 feet.
380 [4] Minimum side yard: 150 feet.
381 [5] Maximum lot coverage: 40%.
382 (2) For the purposes of enforcement of these provisions, a hazardous waste management
383 facility does not include firms which treat their own hazardous waste as an incidental
384 process, subordinate to the main use of the land and principal structures and which is
385 located on the same or adjoining lot.
386
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I " o] .

G:E. Customary home occupation. As set forth in Article I, any customary home occupation shall
be customarily conducted in a dwelling unit by a member of the family residing in said
unit. No persons residing outside the home shall be employed. The use shall be clearly

incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes.

(9) All customary home occupations shall conform to the following conditions:

(@ The home occupation shall be performed by the resident and using no more than
100 square feet of floor area and such activity shall not be visible from a lot line.

(b) There shall be no patrons or customers for the sale of products at the premises.

(c) There shall be no exterior display, no exterior sign, no exterior storage of materials
and no other exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the
residential character of the principal building.

(d) No vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat or glare or offensive noise shall be produced.
(e) No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation.

() No dealing or selling of firearms or related products shall be permitted.
H-G. Commercial composting. All commercial composting operations shall conform to
the following conditions:

(10) No animal renderings or fish wastes shall be used to accelerate the decomposition of
waste.

(11) A commercial composting operation shall be no smaller than five acres in size and no
larger than 10 acres.

8§ 255-940. LeasedHand/seasonal-heusing: Reserved.
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